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common prose co.ld not hope to be Api iey aes, p 
in verse in order to have the accustomed dignity. Even in 
later times we remember that no novelist was elected to the 
French Academy inthe first two years of its existence nor 
would french critics condescend even to discuss the novel. 


We may sy then thet the novel had its apcropriate 
Source among the unlearned and it was not until the Righteen- - 
th century that it began to attract naturally endowed authors 
sush as Richardson, Defoe, Fieliing and others of like genius e 

From that time until now the novel has been develope 
inge Sometimes it is true it was misused but always some 
hi gheminded author has restored its dignity until it has be- 
come one of our favorite forms of literature today. | 
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penaent on polities or 8 o€ Opport unity res ting from political 
in fluences. No other occupation exerts Such influence on 
business nor is responsible for the distri bution of So much money. 


It touches society at every point. 


Georse Gissing in his investigation of the fiction under. 
lying modern polities Says thet the people will not Stydy socialogy 
ami its problems. We must bring it to them thru the novele “The 
novelist turns theories into people and problens into events and 
brings them home." Its function is to formate the feelings 
of the people, to show where hard laws oppress ani how they can 
be modified and to spread the knowledge of their fellow-men to all 
Classes amt foster sym, S between them. 
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"het 5 Pig sss veferms are often thought to be due 

vO Pome great leader but more often it is a novel which 
has impressed the need of reform on the leader, Ag one 
wriver has put it, "When you throw Up your hat for Jerome 
or rokk or even Roosevelt remembcr that writers of fiction 
huve helped to make Possible whet they have dame," (2) 
The writers idd the primary work and prepared the people 
for advanced lessons, 


it is a fact also that the mere reading of a novel 
of politics or reform will interest a person to study farther 
into the matter and read other articles written on the same 


subject. 


It has been in the past and wil: be in the fut ure 
the chief aim of political and reform writers to disclose the 
imner meaning of social conditions, humanize the theories 
of radical reformers, and hasten progross by ape goo 
ite next step and moulding towards it the minds of the 


generations 


t been 
eally t-ange that more novels have no 
wie ‘ “hh - ys De maider what might be made of 


the best that have been written 
i. a? the novel has been in Engiand 
its possibilities are for the 


af 


‘i he 
elahteenth a 
that he reali: 


; Le) din 
i ) > ® polities & Sayan 
that it Could be made to €xXprosg vividly ty Tce and Showed 
iticel abuss of the Gime, 3 © S$0Cial ang pol 


In the brefacp of 
wrote this book to Promote ¢ 
some of the most Slari ng evils w 


— hich then infested the coun. 
During the el chteenth c 
é 4 4 Century little «. 
met with by novelists on the gs : Seon ion 


w: : i Subject of politics 
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Rousseau, and C ondorcet put before the people Speculations 
which they wo ld othe rwise not have had the desire or Cape 
acity to study out, 


AG the time of the French revolution the nove} became 
very popular es a means of portraying wild Speculations on 
politics, religion aad e ducati ons But asyet no &reat novel- 


ist haa come to the from to impress upon his readers the 
deeper meaning of unrest and social upheaval. 


It wis not untiltthe nineteenth Century that the 
English novel began to portray political and refom movee 
ments to any markea degree, Then it Changed from 4 novel 
of manners to one reflecting every big political crisis, 


| i . became a groat 
During the Victorian era the no. el 
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vith the people and we seendistinctly in his works @ desire 
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That movement was Chartism and is in itself a strik- 
ing illustration of the political force of novels. It wag 
the subject of Kingsley's two most influential HOVELS » 


He wrote "Yeast" while still boiling over the Charte 
ist meeting of 1848, It is in this book that he brings the 
world face to face with the poor and disinherited. A thrille 
ing note of humantariangsm dominates the whole book as the 
author rages against the mean and brutal conditions. 


To say that this book was influential is putting 
it mildly for it raised a storm of indignant protest from 
ir en! as well as laymen, for they realized how great a 
factor it woald bes In fact the opposition was so great 
that no publisher dared to put it owt in book form until 
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Of all English political writers Benjamin Dis- 
raeli is probably the most prominent . Nearly all his works 
are on political Subjects. Hig "Popanilla" is a satire 
on the English Constitution and Lewis Melville has said of 
it “Hie skits on the Constitution, on government by party, 
on political economy, on the Gommercial system, on self. 
made millionaires and on the Colonial systen make amusing 


reading as well as providing food for reflection." 


His "Ixion in Heaven" is a social satire in — 
; at gods. The Tories 
represents the ruling class as the sre ; - 
ed Wht ge are giants and gods, the Iron Duke is oo 
and Sir Robert Peel ie Hypernion. He succeocs In wo 
these characters into a pleasing little novel. 
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se ed his Scenes in Political Society ana 
mace his stories i] lustrate the history of his time. He 
prevea events to further the interests Of his party. 
"He introduced the novelist ts imagination into his States. 
Statesmn's forethought into his novel," 
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lwo English women writers are worthy of coment 
for their interest in polities and réforme Both wrote about 
the Chartist movement and both used their pens to improve 
the conditions of the laborers. Mrs Gaskel 1 treated soa 
questions as a Christian woman, md George Eliot as a socia 
philospher. 
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Tae book is most satirical, . 
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graph for instance describing politics at its worst. 
thus; “This is the moment when the two whited sepulchers 
at either end of the avenue reek with the thick atmosphere of 
bargain and sales Wealth, 
office, and power are at auctions Who bids highest? 

the most venom? Who has done the dirtiest, the meanest, tho 
darkest ani the most political work? He si 11 havo his revard. 
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‘The Man : ; 
; aided ee the Hour" by Octave Thanet, describes 
the errors and dangers of Socialism, 


“The Menoirs of an American Citizen" by Robert 
Herrick tells how a man worked his way from jail Up to 
the United States Senate by bribing, che ting, gambling 
and buying offices, 


frank Norris brought the nati ons to a realization 
of the graft and juggling it was sustaining when he wrote 
"The Octopus", a California Story showing the bratal and sele 
fish stmuggle of the Capitalids against the commnity, “The 
Pit" is a gimilar narrative of a deal in the Chicago wheat 
pit. This shows the game of speculation that caitrols the 


production and distribulion of our food. 
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